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co-operative energy, illustrated notably In the Caisses
Populaires and the many societies for the co-operative
marketing of produce and purchase of supplies. But here
agrarian society continues to possess a culture different from
that elsewhere and significant as a separatist influence.
Ontario farmers, being near to many small and prosperous
towns, rely more on a local and domestic market, accept
more readily the protectionist ideas of the manufacturers,
and thus in interest and outlook are different, not only from
the farmers of Quebec, but from the grain-growers of the
West. In the western wheat belt, cultivators have consti-
tuted since the turn of the century a group whose dominant
interest in the production and export of grains has facilitated
their co-operation for economic and political ends, but it
has not been easy for them to make common cause with
those of other regions whose immediate interests are much
less specialized. Their vigorous co-operative organizations
from the formation of the Grain Growers Grain Company
in 1906 to the Wheat Pools of the twenties have exhibited
a commercial and aggressive collectivism, stronger than
anything of its kind among the individualist farmers of
Ontario and the Maritime Provinces. In the valleys of
British Columbia, cultivators, concerned either with fruit
or diversified production, have problems distinct again from
those east of the Rockies. They stand somewhat aloof,
and cannot readily collaborate with their fellows of other
provinces. Sectionalism has thus widened social distance
and sapped the vitality of agrarian movements in seeking
to influence national policy.
The more conscious efforts in Canada to express a rural
interest have throughout drawn inspiration and guidance
from similar ventures in the United States. They have
been no less continental than the labour movements, res-
ponsive to a north-south axis of cultural influence. Such
in steady succession have been the Grange, the Patrons of
Industry, the Farmers* Unions, and the Associations of
United Farmers. All of them flowed and ebbed with the
seething currents of agrarian insurgency in the neighbouring
country, which quickly swept across the frontier. The